Foster Interpersonal Relationships:
Building and Nurturing Relationships with Your Students

You know that one of the keys to a successful Pre-K year is the relationships you develop with the
children in your class. Positive strategies to help you build those relationships are embedded in the
daily instruction of Three Cheers for Pre-K. Here are a few effective ways to build those
relationships and how Three Cheers for Pre-K supports you.

0 Connect with Children
There are many different ways to connect with children. Often it starts with sharing your

own stories and encouraging children to share the stories of their lives both in and out of
school. It is important to listen actively and attentively to children when they tell their
stories. It makes children feel valued if you are able to remember details about their lives,
such as the names and ages of their siblings. Making these connections with children is the

foundation of building those relationships.

In Three Cheers for Pre-K —

“e * Welcome to Today
There is a daily Meet and Greet. Three Cheers offers you different ideas for how to
connect with children as they walk through the door first thing in the day. This gives
you the opportunity to connect personally with every child every day.

Meet and Greet

¢ As you greet children, ask what their favorite food is. Share yours
and note similarities and differences.
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®e ° Learn and Play
There is a daily feature in Learn and Play called Let’s Talk. This instructional feature

gives you ideas about how to interact with children individually and engage with
them.

Let’s Talk

My Feelings Watch children’s facial expressions as they play.
Approach individual children and tell them what the expression on their
face tells you that they might be feeling. Ask them if that feeling is true.
You look frustrated. Is that true? Can you tell me why?

o Help Children Feel Ownership
Your relationship with a child blooms when that child feels honored and trusted. That
relationship can be nurtured by giving the child responsibility in the classroom and by giving
the child some control or ownership over learning experiences.

In Three Cheers for Pre-K —
®e * Welcome to Today

There is guidance on using a Helper Chart in your classroom. The purpose is to give
children a responsibility and develop a sense of community in the classroom. There
is daily guidance to help you manage the Helper Chart and connect with children.

@ Helper Chart Review the helper jobs children have and ask how
the job is going. Encourage children to ask for help if needed.

“e * Learn and Play
In Let’s Read, children often have an opportunity to choose a book for the class to

read together.
@ Let’s Read

Children’s Choice Display a variety of books that you and the
children have read so far. Have children
vote on a book they would like to hear again
today.

Helpers Reread pp. 14-15 and 22-23 of The
Lion and the Mouse. Ask children questions
relevant to the text. How do the lion and the
mouse help each other? What can they each
do that the other one cannot?

® o - Centergize
In the Reading and Listening Center, children are encouraged to self-select books,
which gives them control or

ownership over their Free Choice
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®e - Let's Celebrate

In the last week of every theme, we celebrate what children have learned by
providing an opportunity to demonstrate and share. The opportunity to shine has a
positive impact on both the self-image of the children and on your relationships
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Let’s Celebrate .- -
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Marisol and Me
Read Marisol McDorald Doesr't Match aloud. Have & child from the
class explain what Marisol taught us about oursel

Draw With Me
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e 1Big More Wo

oue 3
children lead guests in singing the song

‘again as they depart.

Let’s Reflect
. R

Marisol McDonald Doesn't Match 183

a Interact with Children
It’s important to interact with children to build those relationships. And if you can have a
little fun along the way—even better. Sing songs, play games, do crazy things. Laughter and

playfulness are key to building heathy, positive relationships.

In Three Cheers for Pre-K —
“e * Welcome to Today

Songs are woven into the daily instruction,
often. Every day in Welcome to Today, you can
sing the Sing, Rhyme, and Shout song with
children. These playful songs—sung to well-
known, well-loved tunes— give you an
opportunity to be silly and playful with children.

®e ° Transitions

Songs, chants, and fingerplays for transitions
are also woven into the daily instruction. This is
another opportunity to be silly and playful with
children, while still engaging them in

meaningf

ul learning.
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®e « Learn and Play
Daily instruction in Learn and Play offers two ideas for games. These games foster
for positive interactions with children in a playful, meaningful, and sometimes silly
way.

Let's Move

Grandma’s Tiny School Tell children they are going to reenact the
story Grandma’s Tiny House, but instead they will be Grandma’s
children in the tiny classroom.

e Say: One little child stands next to me, with one. . . crayon! Guide
one child to stand next to you and hold a crayon. Chorally count the
number of crayons.

e Say: Two little children stand next to me, with two. . . paint brushes!
Guide two different children to find paint brushes and come stand
next to you. The other children chorally count.

* Continue with other numbers and items, making sure all children get

a chance to participate.






