
In Three Cheers for Pre-K —

Foster Interpersonal Relationships:
Building and Nurturing Relationships with Your Students

Welcome to Today
There is a daily Meet and Greet. Three Cheers  offers you different ideas for how to 
connect with children as they walk through the door first thing in the day. This gives 
you the opportunity to connect personally with every child every day.

Story Time
The first time any book is 
read, there is a three-step 
routine. The last third of 
the routine is always 
Connect. 

During Connect, children 
are encouraged to make 
personal connections to the 
themes in the literature. 
This is a great opportunity 
to hear their stories and 
share your own. 

You know that one of the keys to a successful Pre-K year is the relationships you develop with the 
children in your class. Positive strategies to help you build those relationships are embedded in the 
daily instruction of Three Cheers for Pre-K.  Here are a few effective ways to build those 
relationships and how Three Cheers for Pre-K  supports you.

Connect with Children
There are many different ways to connect with children. Often it starts with sharing your 
own stories and encouraging children to share the stories of their lives both in and out of 
school. It is important to listen actively and attentively to children when they tell their 
stories. It makes children feel valued if you are able to remember details about their lives, 
such as the names and ages of their siblings. Making these connections with children is the 
foundation of building those relationships.
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Help Children Feel Ownership

In Three Cheers for Pre-K —

Learn and Play
In Let’s Read, children often have an opportunity to choose a book for the class to 
read together.

Centergize
In the Reading and Listening Center, children are encouraged to self-select books, 
which gives them control or 
ownership over their 
learning. The instruction 
provides guidance for how 
you can interact with 
children to continue to 
nurture the relationships.

Your relationship with a child blooms when that child feels honored and trusted. That 
relationship can be nurtured by giving the child responsibility in the classroom and by giving 
the child some control or ownership over learning experiences.

Learn and Play
There is a daily feature in Learn and Play called Let’s Talk. This instructional feature 
gives you ideas about how to interact with children individually and engage with 
them.

Welcome to Today
There is guidance on using a Helper Chart in your classroom. The purpose is to give 
children a responsibility and develop a sense of community in the classroom. There 
is daily guidance to help you manage the Helper Chart and connect with children.
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Interact with Children

In Three Cheers for Pre-K —

Songs are woven into the daily instruction, 
often. Every day in Welcome to Today, you can 
sing the Sing, Rhyme, and Shout song with 
children. These playful songs—sung to well-
known, well-loved tunes— give you an 
opportunity to be silly and playful with children.

In the last week of every theme, we celebrate what children have learned by 
providing an opportunity to demonstrate and share. The opportunity to shine has a 
positive impact on both the self-image of the children and on your relationships 
with them.

Welcome to Today

Transitions

Songs, chants, and fingerplays for transitions 
are also woven into the daily instruction.  This is 
another opportunity to be silly and playful with 
children, while still engaging them in 
meaningful learning.

Let's Celebrate

It’s important to interact with children to build those relationships. And if you can have a 
little fun along the way—even better. Sing songs, play games, do crazy things. Laughter and 
playfulness are key to building heathy, positive relationships.
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Learn and Play
Daily instruction in Learn and Play offers two ideas for games. These games foster 
for positive interactions with children in a playful, meaningful, and sometimes silly 
way.




