Three Cheers for Pre-K -,

Centergize!

Centers are an important part of
the Pre-K curriculum. They provide
opportunities for:

e purposeful play
e peer interaction
¢ developing independence

Three Cheers for Pre-K provides ideas
for 16 centers in every theme. Do you
have to have 16 centers? No! But we
offer a variety of center ideas so that
you can customize for what works best
in your classroom.

There are two types of centers in Three
Cheers for Pre-K.

Theme Centers help children develop
their understanding of the nine themes
in the program and offer hands-on
activities to further develop skills taught
in each theme.

Choice Centers may or may not be
directly related to the curriculum. They
allow children to develop by being
themselves, expressing themselves,
and directing their own learning.

For more information about the Centers
for this theme, go to the Centergize tab.
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\E1'S GET READY FOR

Center and Small Group Time

Maximize Children’s Learning Introduce children to each Center and
briefly describe and demonstrate the activities.

Focus on Management Assign or guide children to choose Centers
based on the needs of the individual children in your class. Create a
“Turns” list for Centers that seem to be more popular.

During Center Time
Children

% Small Groups Children can meet with the teacher or
aide for instruction in Small Group.

Peer Groups Children will plan for and carry out play
situations with one another.
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One-on-One Children may meet with the teacher or
aide based on individual needs.

Independent Children can choose to work on

something independently.

Teacher and Teacher Aide

Small Group for Literacy
and Math Meet with small
groups to provide supportive and
differentiated instruction.

10 minutes per group

English Language
Development Meet with
individuals or small groups to
deliver additional English language
instruction.

10 minutes per group or individual

Centergize Join individuals or
groups in Centers and initiate
conversation and play. Note
behaviors and redirect as needed.
Make observations about
children’s understanding of critical
thinking skills.

as time allows

Cent nd Small Group Time
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English Language Development . ** "+

' I Love My Pets!

Xix



