
Three Cheers for Pre-K 

Centergize!
LET’S GET READY FOR

Center and Small Group Time
Maximize Children’s Learning Introduce children to each Center and 
briefly describe and demonstrate the activities.

Focus on Management Assign or guide children to choose Centers 
based on the needs of the individual children in your class. Create a 
“Turns” list for Centers that seem to be more popular.

During Center Time
Children

Small Groups Children can meet with the teacher or 
aide for instruction in Small Group.

Peer Groups Children will plan for and carry out play 
situations with one another.

Centers are an important part of 
the Pre-K curriculum. They provide 
opportunities for:

•	purposeful play
•	peer interaction
•	developing independence

Three Cheers for Pre-K provides ideas 
for 16 centers in every theme. Do you 
have to have 16 centers? No! But we 
offer a variety of center ideas so that 
you can customize for what works best 
in your classroom.

There are two types of centers in Three 
Cheers for Pre-K.

Theme Centers help children develop 
their understanding of the nine themes 
in the program and offer hands-on 
activities to further develop skills taught 
in each theme. 

Choice Centers may or may not be 
directly related to the curriculum. They 
allow children to develop by being 
themselves, expressing themselves, 
and directing their own learning.

For more information about the Centers 
for this theme, go to the Centergize tab.
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LET’S GET READY FOR

Marvelous Me!

Small Group

Center and Small Group Time
60 minutes

Use Centergize (pp. C•185–C•203) to introduce the centers. Then bring children together for today’s small 
groups for Math, Literacy, or for English Language Development lessons (pp. ELD•205–ELD•207).

Math: Counting When you count, you are 
finding how many of something you have. Count 
how many fingers you have, modeling for children 
as you raise each finger. Ask children what else you 
can count in the classroom, such as desks, pencils, 
or windows. Display a group of five Picture Cards. 
Let’s count these cards together: one, two, three, 
four, five. I have five cards. Show the numeral card 
for 5 and have children say the number word. Have 
children work in pairs to practice walking around the 
classroom and counting objects together, showing 
numeral cards to represent each total.

ELL Access

Learning Strategies

Emerging Display the Picture Cards for ladybug and 
camel. Model describing each animal. The ladybug is 
little. The camel is big. Ask children to say little or big 
and point to the corresponding Picture Card. 

Developing Ask children to tell about each animal 
in the Picture Cards using the following sentence 
frames: The ladybug is ____. The camel is ____.

Expanding Have children describe the animals on 
the Picture Cards ladybug and camel using both size 
and color. 

Bridging Show Picture Cards ladybug and camel. 
Have children describe the size of each animal. Then 
have them draw two other animals that are different 
in size and color.

Literacy: Vocabulary Display the first spread of 
The Lion and the Mouse. Ask: How can we describe, 
or tell about, the lion? Is he big or small? What else 
is big like the lion? What size is the mouse? What 
else is little like the mouse? After discussing size, 
transition to other describing words, such as those 
for color and shape. For example, hold up a red 
crayon. What color is this crayon? What is something 
else that is red? 

ELL Access

Internalize Vocabulary

Emerging Count a new group of objects. Stop after 
you say each number and have children repeat the 
number words. When you arrive at the final number, 
show children the corresponding numeral card.

Developing After you count aloud a new group of 
objects, ask children to count with you. Ask: How 
many [objects] are there? Have them respond with 
the final number. Then show the corresponding 
numeral card.

Expanding Have children count a group of 
objects aloud. Ask: How many [objects] are 
there? Encourage children to respond There is/are 
[number] [object(s)]. Then have a child choose the 
corresponding numeral card. 

Bridging Display a numeral card, 1–5. Ask children 
to say the number aloud. Then have pairs find a 
group of that many objects. Have pairs tell others 
about their group of objects.
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Centergize!
Ideas to refresh this center throughout the theme

Build a Neighborhood
Ask children to think about where they 
live, or a neighborhood they have seen. 
Have them work as a group to put their 
homes together to make a neighborhood. 
Have them think about something else 
they could add such as a road or a park. 
Ask children to work together to make this 
additional structure in their neighborhood.

I Love My Pets!
Ask children to tell about any pets they 
have or any pets they would like to have. 
Have them use the materials to build a 
home for the pet. They can build the pet 
from modeling clay or chenille sticks if 
they choose.

Adding On to My Home
Add chenille sticks

Have children think about how chenille 
sticks are different from the materials 
they have used before. Ask children to 
make something else for their home using 
chenille sticks. Explain that they can look 
at other children’s models for ideas, if 
needed. When they have finished, have 
volunteers explain where the new material 
is, what they made with it, and what they 
noticed about it as they built.

Who Lives in My Home?
Add modeling clay

Ask children to think about who lives with 
them. Have them use the modeling clay 
to make models of themselves and of 
the people who make where they live a 
home. Ask them how the modeling clay 
is different from the other materials they 
have used.

Furnish Your Home
Ask children to think about the furniture 
in their home. Where do you like to sit? 
Where do you put things? Where do you 
make your food? Where do you sleep? 
What is your favorite room? What is 
in that room? Ask children to use the 
materials to build some furniture for their 
homes.

C • 193
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Cold, Crunchy, Colorful
What You Need
Trade Book: Cold, Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses

EMERGING
1  THINK Show the cover of Cold, Crunchy, Colorful:  

Using Our Senses. This book is about how we use our 
senses: see, touch, taste, smell, and hear. Turn to pages 
4–5. What do you see?

2  PAIR Have children talk with a partner about the pictures.

3  SHARE Read aloud the text on this page. Have children 
point to the picture the text describes. Pantomime words 
that may be unfamiliar, such as tall and steep.Then, have 
children share what they know about the pictures by 
using the words in the text or other English words they 
know (such as green leaves or yellow flowers).

DEVELOPING
Have partners tell about one of the pictures on pages 4–5. 
Encourage them to use describing words.

EXPANDING
Have partners tell about the pictures on pages 4–5. 
Encourage them to use complete sentences. Ask questions 
to build language acquisition and check understanding, such 
as Is the building tall? What color is the flower?

BRIDGING
Have partners describe the pictures on pages 4–8. 
Encourage them to use complete sentences and words that 
describe the color, pattern, or shape of the things in the 
pictures.

STORY TIME

What Can We Hear?
What You Need
Vocabulary Cards: see, hear, touch, smell, taste; Trade Book: 
Cold, Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses

EMERGING
1  INTRODUCE Show the Vocabulary Cards: see, hear, 

touch, smell, and taste. Today we will talk about the word 
hear. Which picture shows the word hear? What do we 
hear with?

2  MODEL We can use different words to describe what 
we hear. Speak in a loud voice. Some sounds are loud. 
Repeat the word loud in a loud voice. Say it with me: 
loud. Whisper. Some sounds are quiet. Repeat the word 
quiet in a whisper. Say it with me: quiet.

3  GUIDE PRACTICE Turn to pages 10–11 in Cold, 
Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses. Ask children to 
point to a picture of something that is loud. Then, turn  
to pages 12–13. Ask children to point to something 
that is quiet. Reinforce language acquisition by having 
children repeat a simple sentence about each,  
e.g., The bell is loud.

DEVELOPING
Introduce the words loud and quiet. Turn to pages 10–11 in 
Cold, Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses. Point to each 
object on the page as you ask: Is the [bell/waterfall/taxi] loud 
or quiet? Provide a sentence frame for children to answer in 
a complete sentence: The ____ is [loud/quiet]. Repeat with 
the objects on pages 12–13.

EXPANDING
Introduce the words loud and quiet. Turn to pages 10–13 
of Cold, Crunchy, Colorful: Using Our Senses. Ask children 
to describe the sound made by each of the objects on the 
page, using the word loud or quiet. Provide a sentence 
frame: The _____ is _____.

BRIDGING
Review the meaning of the words loud and quiet. Ask 
children to share things that are loud and things that are 
quiet. Remind them to use complete sentences.

SCIENCE CIRCLEWEEK 2 DAY 2

WEEK 2 DAY 3

Marvelous Me! 

English Language Development

ELD • 209
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One-on-One Children may meet with the teacher or 
aide based on individual needs.

Independent Children can choose to work on 
something independently.

Teacher and Teacher Aide
Small Group for Literacy 
and Math Meet with small 
groups to provide supportive and 
differentiated instruction.

10 minutes per group

English Language 
Development Meet with 
individuals or small groups to 
deliver additional English language 
instruction.

10 minutes per group or individual

Centergize Join individuals or 
groups in Centers and initiate 
conversation and play. Note 
behaviors and redirect as needed. 
Make observations about 
children’s understanding of critical 
thinking skills.

as time allows
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